TFF peptides in the human false vocal folds of the larynx.
TFF peptides (formerly P domain peptides, trefoil factors) are typical secretory products of mucin-producing cells and are thought to influence the rheological properties of mucous gels. We investigated the localization of these peptides in the human false vocal folds of the larynx, also known as the ventricular folds or vestibular folds. An analysis of TFF peptide mRNA by RT-PCR and TFF protein by Western blot detected TFF1 and TFF3, but not TFF2. Immunohistochemistry revealed TFF1 to be associated with the secretory product of goblet cells and mucous parts of subepithelial seromucous glands. TFF3 occurred in columnar epithelial cells of the mucosa and in serous cells and excretory duct cells of seromucous glands. These peptides may play a role in the rheological function of mucus secreted onto the true vocal folds and are thus important constituents of vocal production.